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April/May 2008 Trip to China

Pastor Sun and I at the
Guangyuan Station

Before Bible Distribution began, I havea look at the
boxes of bibles.

Hello and greetings to all! As I sit on the plane on my way home from another fabulous trip to China and
pulled out my laptop computer, I realize how special these times in seat 36D on the United 747 have
become to me. For it is not until I get on the plane and in the air that no more activity can be packed into
my schedule. No more train trips or Bibles to distribute or appointments in the
big city to attend. Once I get on the plane and it leaves Beijing, I'm forced to
stop and process everything that happened while in country until I land in
Beijing next time. It never ceases to overtake me when I realize the impact that
our Bible Distribution Events are having in rural China. It is a thrill for me to be
involved! Let me give you a quick update on the three main things I came to
China to accomplish:

For the first time in our history, we were able to distribute Bibles in Sichuan
province. Sichuan is the province that borders Tibet to the East, is where the
pandas of China live and one of two provinces that are known for their really
spicy food. It is also a beautiful province of mountains covered in jungle. Using
Guangyuan, a city in the Northeast part of the province as our base camp, we
distributed 4200 Bibles over two very long days. Working together with Pastor
Sun was a great experience. He is a man who clearly has a deep heart not
only for Christians in his city where he is a Senior Pastor, but also for the
Christians who live outside the city. Being a very mountainous region, it is
hard for many Christians to get to a meeting point or a church location. Pastor
Sun told us many stories during our first day of distribution of Christians who
regularly walk 3 miles or more to come to church on Sunday and leave their
house at 4am for the 10am service. Once again, it was quite touching to see Christians weeping over

receiving a Bible of their own and the joy we were able to
bring them through a copy of God's inspired Word. My
favorite moment of the Distribution had to be several of the
individual stories I heard: An 84-year old woman who grew up
taking Bible classes from an American female missionary in
the 1930's who equated me with this missionary and how
both Americans had come in the name of Christ... the 55 year
old man who was moved to tears after walking 5 miles to
receive his Bible and wanted to know if he could have several
more Bibles for other family members... The 69 year old Ms.
Wang who served 15 years in prison during the Cultural
Revolution and only came to Christ several years ago through
the influence of a neighbor. It is for these people that we
serve the rapid growth and development of the Church in
China. They are the ones who God is using to spread the
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The Chinese Puzzle Book
Update

Our first book on China and her Church is in
the final production stages and will be
available by June 1st. It has been exciting to
see the book come together on the
production side in reviewing the text in its
final form and seeing for the first time both
the front and back cover. It’s also been
exciting to see the interest the book is
already receiving. Our hope and prayer is
that it would be used to help the Western
church to best engage in what God is doing
in China. You can get a copy after June 1st
on Amazon.com or by calling our office.

The Last Distribution site on Day Two

Gospel person-to-person in such great numbers today in China. With the 4200 Bibles distributed, we
were able to impact over 20,000 people for Christ! The next distribution event will be in late-July in Henan
province. We've received a request for 20,000 Bibles!

I had a second event that was also quite exciting. Over the last two
years, I've been developing a relationship with Pastor Zhang Zheng
who is pastoring the largest church in Taiyuan, the capital city of Shanxi
province. Pastor Zhang shared with me in 2006 his need for 56,000
Bibles all within a 3-hour drive of the major city of Taiyuan. Pastor
Zheng has been slow to take the actions needed on his end to work
together in getting these dear rural Christians the Bibles they call out
for. I thought it was time for me to pay him another visit to find out what
was the slowdown was about. I am very happy to report to you that I
think we have all the 'kinks' ironed out and we will start doing Bible
Distribution together after January 1, 2009. I am thrilled to be involved in
the province on a number of levels and can't wait to get these 56,000

people the Bibles they can use in their own walk with Christ.

After learning of the need for churches to be built in many of these rural areas, it has been clear through
our emerging relationship with Pastor Sun that Sichuan province would be a great place to start helping
Christians in this way. Throughout the course of our Bible Distribution, Pastor Sun showed us several
sites where church buildings were needed because of the mountainous terrain that isolates Christian
populations more than in other provinces. After asking a lot of questions, taking pictures and video in
learning how the process works, I definitely think we can help them build some church buildings. For
$30,000, we can build a church has will seat 500-700 and will be a tremendous blessing, not only to the
local Christians, but also to all in these villages who use the church as a community center. For those
who would have an interest in helping us with this project, we'd love to hear from you!

While in Beijing, I also had a series of meetings to
continue to process of learning the best course of action
on opening a China Office and meetings that I hope will
lead to the opportunity to meet with top Government
officials in Beijing to help them more evenly administer
Religious Affairs law.

I want to thank each and every one of your in the varied
ways you partner with our ministry! We truly couldn’t do
it without you! Together, we are influencing tens of
thousands in China for Christ!

Together with you, for the cause of Christ in China,
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