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PUSHING THE ENVELOPE BY DOING THE MOST

For those of us at the China Resource Center, we
love to hear of stories and testimonies of those
ministries and organizations that are trying to work
openly in their given areas of work in China. It brings
a spring to the step when we hear of the increasing
transparency and openness that Western
organizations are bringing to China. Because to us, it
is this openness and transparency that best reflects
the credibility of Christ to a Chinese world that is
already suspicious of foreign Christian groups. It is
these individuals and organizations who are looking
to 'push the envelope' in China, looking not at the
negatives and differences between Western and
Chinese approaches, but asking the question 'What's
the most we can do given the current situation in
China?' Because while certainly there are major
challenges for Western organizations in China, there
are also major opportunities for those who are willing
to ask this question. In the next several issues of the
China Resource Journal, we'd like to accomplish two
things: First, we'd like to 'unpack' the ministry
philosophy that is involved in working with
transparency in China. Secondly, we'd also like to
highlight some of the organizations that have taken
this road and give you all, our reader, an inside look
at their take on this philosophy. We will discover their
successes and challenges, and find out how their
given projects in China are running under the
direction of a commitment to transparent operation in
China.

Working with Transparency in China

First, let's set the stage here just a bit. When we talk
about working with transparency in China, what are
we talking about? It is a new paradigm for foreign
involvement in China, to be sure. From the early 1980
until the end of the 20" Century, conditions in China
were such that any foreigner wanting to minister in
China had to do so in a clandestine manner, since the
Chinese government saw Christians as a detriment to
Chinese society. At the beginning of the 21 Century,
conditions in China began to change and we began to
see a new openness by the Chinese government
towards Christianity. In a number of speeches by
high-ranking officials in China over the last few years,

it has become clear that the Chinese government is
seeing Christians as a benefit to Chinese society and
a great social stabilizer. As a result, Western Christian
organizations who are willing to work with a new
degree of openness and transparency are seeing
new opportunities that previously did not exist. Here
are some of the questions that are a part of this
transparency: Are we figuring out how the system
works in China? Are we investing in relationships in
China? Are we being careful not to bring your own
agenda before we learn of the agenda of the local
Chinese agencies? And are we doing the most to
engage and respect the local government officials
who oversee our given area of work in China?

As we all already know, relationships are so important
to the Chinese people. Developing deep and trusting
relationships in China, with both Chinese citizens and
government officials, takes many years and great
patience on our part. As we come to China as
learners and with the attitude of humility toward our
relationships with government officials, it is well
understood in government circles that most
Westerners are Christians, and the implication is that
how we act will reflect negatively/positively on
Christianity. Most China watchers agree that there is
no longer a need to hide our identity as Christians.
This new group of organizations are increasingly
recognizing that credibility in China earned and that
they can influence change in areas of the Chinese
government and how they rule as they act as 'Jesus
with skin on' with them. As the old saying goes,
There's no impact without contact.’

In addition, this style of engagement in China
recognizes the Biblical principal of God-given
authority found in Romans 13. It is clear in this
passage that since God has ordained, instituted, and
given authority to governments, resisting their
authority is really resisting God. Matthew Henry, the
16" Century Bible commentator wrote in his
commentary on this passage, “However the persons
(of the government) themselves may be wicked.... yet
the just power which they have must be submitted to
and obeyed.” This is yet another way to reflect the
credibility of Christ. Chinese government officials are
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only wary of those activities that continue to be doesn't know if the secretive activities of foreign
clandestine in nature. For the same reason that the Christians are going to hurt or help the country of
United States government has started a Department China.

of Homeland Security, the Chinese government also

One great example of an organization that has followed this model of engagement in China is ZDL Books.
Launched almost 4 years ago, ZDL Books has already become China's largest Christian Book publisher.
ZDL's vision, from their website, is to become a leading Chinese language media provider, creating and
distributing products for the world-wide Chinese market to satisfy the spiritual needs of the individual, the
family and the community. ZDL published its first titles in early 2004, among them the devotional Coach
Wooden One-on-One, originally published in the U.S. By Christian publishing house Gospel Light. The book
received an endorsement from Chinese NBA star Yao Ming and became a bestseller in China. Most of their
publications are about faith and daily life, such as business, marriage, or dating, as opposed to theological
books. Titles such as Tim Lahaye and Jerry B. Jenkins' Left Behind Series, 10 Building Blocks of a Happy
Family by Jim Burns, Worth the Wait by Tim Stafford and Balancing Your Family, Faith & Work by Pat
Gelsinger, CTO of Intel, are just some of the books that they now offer in China. After reading through the
ZDL website, and talking with their staff, they are also asking 'What's the most we can do given the current
situation in China?' One of the biggest challenges and opportunities to trust God for the ZDL staff is when a
book that they have translated, edited and prepared for publication goes to the government censors.
Sometimes to their surprise, much more gets through the censors than they thought possible. One good
example is the Solomon and Friends series that they published bilingually for Ai Wang Le. Each of the pages
has a Scripture verse at the bottom of the page, and the sensors allowed the verses to stay on the Chinese
and English pages, but on the Chinese page, they couldn’t print the reference to each verse. Ai Wang Le and
ZDL were fine with this arrangement, since the Chinese side still had the verse, so Chinese language
readers were still getting God's word. And many of those urban professionals who read the books to their
kids can also read English, so they would be able to look up the scripture verse on their own. Another
example is when ZDL published Living in the USA, which was written by a

Chinese pastor about American law, education and how Christianity had so Z

deeply impacted American culture.

Insightful ways to resolve
marital conflict

Another interesting story from the ZDL staff is an effort they currently have R ———
underway to catalog all the Christian books that are available in China with an M~
ISBN number. The ISBN number is important in China because it signifies that
the book has been legally printed in China, and there are hundreds of book
publishers in China that are printing one or two books, here and there. While
this project is still underway, it will signify an ability for any Christian in China to
have at their fingertips the Christian material available in China.

For more information about ZDL Books, please visit their website at
www.zdIbooks.com.

Communication: The Key to Your
Marriage by H. Norman Wright is just
one of many titles ZDL offers in China.

China Resource Center July 2007 Bible Distribution Event

Here we go again! We are once again ramping up for our next big Bible Distribution Trip and we’d like to invite
you to personally participate! We will be distributing 11,800 Bibles over a three province area in North China,
and you can be a part of the blessing. Please visit our website at www.ChinaResourceCenter.org to find out

how you can sponsor these Bibles for only $2.50 each and to read our last Bible Distribution Event report. For

each $100 contributed, that's 40 Bibles!
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