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The Relentless Persecution Myth

Persecution, noun: a program or campaign to exterminate, drive away, or subjugate a people
because of their religious, ethical, or moral beliefs or practices. (Random House College Dictionary)

March 2006 Fund Raising Appeal we received in the Mail: 'For nearly five decades, a billion

Chinese souls have been sealed off from the Gospel. Those who have received the Good News
continue to be persecuted relentlessly in the latest crackdown from the communist government. The
secret police torture Christians with electric shock treatments, destroy house churches, and imprison

pastors and their congregations.’

When we in the West hear stories about persecution
of Christians anywhere around the World, our hearts
go out to those who are suffering for Christ's sake. It
is no laughing matter when one of God's children is
going through persecution because there is a human
element that we can all relate with. Despite some
current reports of widespread persecution of
Christians in China, we believe that persecution plays
a small part of the overall role in Christianity in China.
Our extensive research indicates a continued
openness of government officials towards Christianity.
While there is some persecution of Christians in
China, it is not widespread, but is sporadic and
occasional. As an example, Voice of the Martyrs
(VOM) is an internationally known ministry
organization whose mission is to 'aid Christians
around the World who are being persecuted for their
faith in Christ..... and educating the world about
ongoing persecution of Christians." Taking this
mission statement from their website, together with e-
mail communication we've had with their staff, we've
concluded that if there is a persecution event in
China, they are going to report it. Their information
gathering is done with informants and staff in China,
and with the help of another ministry called China Aid
Association. Together, these two ministries aren't
likely to miss many persecution events in China. It is
their 'bread and butter.' And yet in 2005, VOM’s
website reported on 7 stories of persecution in China.
These 7 stories, taken in context of the 60 Million
Christians in China, and all the activities these 60
Million Christians are patrticipating in weekly, doesn't
seem to us to constitute relentless persecution of
Christians. We want you, our readers to determine for
yourselves if the fund raising appeal is accurate. Let's
consider some numbers: The most accurate estimate

we have is that there are 60 Million Christians in
China. Let's say that each Chinese Christian Church
has 100 members, since some are house churches of
10 people, and some are congregations of 4,000. So,
that means that there are 600,000 Christian
Churches in China. Let's estimate that each of those
congregations has 4 events each week, with
everything from a Sunday worship service or a
Wednesday Women's Bible Study. That means that
there are 2.4 Million Christian events every week in
China. Taken over the 52 weeks of a year, that would
mean that there were 124,800,000 Christian events in
China for 2005, and each one of those 124.8 Million
events carries the possibility of those Christians being
persecuted for their faith if indeed the Chinese
Government was on 'a program or campaign to
exterminate, drive away, or subjugate the Chinese
people because of their religious faith,' taking the
dictionary definition of persecution. Taking the total
number of Christian events in China, divided by the 7
persecution stories that were reported doesn't
constitute 'relentless persecution’ in our minds at all.
In fact, in a numerical percentage, it is .000000056
percent of all Christian events in China were
interrupted or stopped by Chinese public security
officials. And even if VOM/China Aid missed some
persecution events and there were 3 times the
number (21) of persecution stories, it certainly still
does not indicate massive persecution. In addition to
the number of events, there were 5.7 Million Bibles
that were printed in China in 2005 with the full
knowledge of the Chinese government. The
organization OMF estimates that about 2.75 Million
Chinese came to know Christ during this same time
period.The Amity Printing Company in Nanjing, China
printed over twice as many Bibles as was needed for
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It is time for us in the West to see China with

a new paradigm. While persecution stories raise organization, they need us in the West to engage in
money, if they are not wrapped with ‘the belt of truth, ~ New and exiting ways. By holding on to 30 year-old
they only serve to further the misconceptions that paradigms of Christianity in China, we are unable to
pervade the Western Church. More troubling to usis ~ S€€ the new things God is doing there, and how He
that Evangelical ministries in the West would stoop wants the Western Church to engage. Our ministry

down to such low levels of funding methods for God’s Wil continue to lead the way to help bring the China
work in China. Can we not trust that God will fund His ~ Ministry Culture up to a new level of standards and
work, and in His way? Playing off of Westerners’ ‘car truthfulness. In this new environment, everyone wins.

crash culture’ only serves to subvert Truth. God isat ~ ©0d’s pleased when we have a steadfast commitment
work in many wonderful ways in China. Let's let God (O tell the truth, and those who want to engage with
do His work in China, and be happy with the resuits. Ch!na know the real situation of what is happening in
As the Chinese Church grows in complexity and China, and how they can best engage.

Introducing the New China Resource Center Website
A Resource for the Western Church: www.ChinaResourceCenter.org
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Copyright 2006 China Resource Center, Inc. The China Resource Journal is a ministry publication of China Resource Center, Inc. (CRC) and is published as
one means to fulfill the mission statement of CRC, which reads:

1. We exist to serve the growth and development of the Church in China through theological training, Bible distribution, Church building and other partnership
opportunities.

2. We exist to enhance the China ministry culture and clarify Western perceptions of Christianity in China through extensive research and education, thereby
equipping China ministry leaders, workers and the Church in the West to more effectively advance the kingdom of God in China.

For more information about CRC, ways you can partner with us, or to inquire about our speaking schedule, please visit our website at
www.ChinaResourceCenter.org.
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